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The Chiropractic Medicare Coverage Modernization Act (S.799)
Senator Richard Blumenthal (D-CT)

The Chiropractic Medicare Coverage Modernization Act would allow Medicare beneficiaries to access the full
range of chiropractic services chiropractors are allowed to provide under their state licensure. This legislation
would expand Medicare coverage to allow chiropractors to order diagnostic services, like x-rays, that are
needed to determine and prescribe appropriate chiropractic care. The current process requires a beneficiary to
seek diagnostic tests elsewhere and then return to the chiropractor for covered care, like adjustments. This
current process is a barrier for Medicare patients that does not exist elsewhere—private insurance largely covers
chiropractic care and diagnostics. Chiropractic care can also serve as an alternative means of treatment for those
suffering from back or neck pain that may be otherwise prescribed opioids for pain relief.

This legislation would not add any new reimbursable services to Medicare that are not already

covered services and delivered by existing providers. This bill seeks to modify existing statute to ensure that
chiropractors are allowed to furnish and order “existing covered services” which they are currently permitted to
do under state law.

Senate Cosponsors: Sen. Cramer [R-ND]*, Sen. Baldwin [D-WI]*, Sen. Wicker [R-MS]*, Sen. Tester [D-MT]*, Sen. Hoeven [R-ND]*,
Sen. Daines [R-MT]*, Sen. Heinrich [D-NM], Sen. Coons[D-DE]

House Cosponsors: Rep. Higgins, Brian [D-NY-26]*, Rep. Alford, Mark [R-MO-4]*, Rep. Larson, John B. [D-CT-1]*, Rep. Moolenaar,
John R. [R-MI-2]*, Rep. Hageman, Harriet M. [R-WY-At Large]*, Rep. Strickland, Marilyn [D-WA-10]*, Rep. Bost, Mike [R-IL-12]*, Rep.
Johnson, Dusty [R-SD-At Large]*, Rep. Meuser, Daniel [R-PA-9]*, Rep. Fitzpatrick, Brian K. [R-PA-1]*, Rep. Rogers, Mike D. [R-AL-3]*,
Rep. Amodei, Mark E. [R-NV-2]*, Rep. Wasserman Schultz, Debbie [D-FL-25]*, Rep. Crawford, Eric A. "Rick" [R-AR-1]*, Rep.
Reschenthaler, Guy [R-PA-14]*, Rep. Bacon, Don [R-NE-2]*, Rep. Guest, Michael [R-MS-3]*, Rep. Luetkemeyer, Blaine [R-MO-3]*, Rep.
Boyle, Brendan F. [D-PA-2]*, Rep. Pocan, Mark [D-WI-2]*, Rep. Van Drew, Jefferson [R-NJ-2]*, Rep. Himes, James A. [D-CT-4]*,
Rep.Aderholt, Robert B. [R-AL-4], Rep. Huizenga, Bill [R-MI-4], Rep. DelBene, Suzan K. [D-WA-1], Rep. Soto, Darren [D-FL-9], Rep.
Bush, Cori [D-MO-1], Rep. Stansbury, Melanie Ann [D-NM-1], Rep. Pingree, Chellie [D-ME-1], Rep. Steel, Michelle [R-CA-45], Rep.
Kilmer, Derek [D-WA-6], Rep. Stauber, Pete [R-MN-8], Rep. Blunt Rochester, Lisa [D-DE-At Large], Rep. Thompson, Glenn [R-PA-15],
Rep. LaTurner, Jake [R-KS-2], Rep. Finstad, Brad [R-MN-1], Rep. Armstrong, Kelly [R-ND-At Large], Rep. Hill, J. French [R-AR-2], Rep.
Bergman, Jack [R-MI-1], Rep. Graves, Garret [R-LA-6], Rep. Mann, Tracey [R-KS-1], Rep. Cleaver, Emanuel [D-MO-5], Rep. Craig, Angie
[D-MN-2], Rep. McCollum, Betty [D-MN-4], Rep. Grijalva, Radl M. [D-AZ-7], Rep. Massie, Thomas [R-KY-4], Rep. Van Duyne, Beth [R-
TX-24], Rep. Ferguson, A. Drew, IV [R-GA-3], Rep. Cartwright, Matt [D-PA-8], Rep. Clarke, Yvette D. [D-NY-9], Rep. Phillips, Dean [D-
MN-3], Rep. Pascrell, Bill, Jr. [D-NJ-9], Rep. Graves, Sam [R-MO-6], Rep. Evans, Dwight [D-PA-3], Rep. Joyce, John [R-PA-13], Rep.
Sewell, Terri A. [D-AL-7], Rep. Bishop, Sanford D., Jr. [D-GA-2], Rep. Blumenauer, Earl [D-OR-3], Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-
At Large], Rep. Burlison, Eric [R-MO-7], Rep. Davids, Sharice [D-KS-3], Rep. Davis, Donald G. [D-NC-1], Rep. Yakym, Rudy [R-IN-2],
Del. Plaskett, Stacey E. [D-VI-At Large]

Supported by: American Chiropractic Association
Legislative Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/799/text
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