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To the Editor:

Recently, there has been considerable media coverage regarding the Medicare prescription drug bill and its implementation.  However, a little-known provision of the legislation has been overlooked.  Currently underway in our area is a Chiropractic Medicare Demonstration Project that can provide a drug-free alternative to baby boomers as they enter the ranks of Medicare beneficiaries.

Until recently, Medicare only paid for a limited number of services provided by doctors of chiropractic, even though chiropractic may be a less costly alternative to other types of health care.  In a demonstration project that only runs until March 31, 2007, Medicare patients in select areas – including city, state – now have the option to receive examination, radiological, clinical lab, and therapy services from a doctor of chiropractic subject to regular Medicare coinsurance and deductibles.  

Expansion of drug-free health care alternatives in the Medicare system is a very exciting possibility for America’s seniors and I am thankful to the legislators that supported this project. As a Medicare beneficiary, or someone’s son or daughter, I encourage you to ask your doctor of chiropractic if he or she is participating in the Chiropractic Medicare Demonstration Project.  For more information about chiropractic care, or to locate a doctor of chiropractic near you, visit the American Chiropractic Association's web site at www.acatoday.org.

Sincerely,

Joe R. Jones, DC

XYZ Clinic

City, State

